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and the property of members of his family on behalf of
the German Reich."
The wife and children are ordered to leave the district
within twenty-four hours of the presentation of this order.
Following on the heels of the Gestapo man who executes
the order comes a complete family of Baltic or Latvian
German immigrants. They take possession of the farm.
Others, in the same way, get houses, flats or shops.
The pitiful state in which the evicted persons, chiefly
women and children, find themselves, is best revealed by
the enthusiastic letter of a German woman from Latvia,
who wrote to her Latvian local paper that in her new
home she found everything ready for the household,
including toys for her children,
German doctors transferred to Poland from the Baltic
States stepped out of the horse-drawn carts which brought
them from their old country to their new homes, and
entered fully equipped surgeries, fully furnished flats with
valuable pictures, libraries and so on.
Tens of thousands of Polish families have been evicted
from their homes. During the winter they wandered about
in the freezing nights, dragging their children behind
them. They were modern nomads, hunting for food, starv-
ing and thirsty. As they marched along the dark roads
they stumbled over the bodies of hundreds of their
countrymen shot and left unburied for weeks as an
example to any Pole who might find courage and strength
enough to revolt against his tormentors.
I shall never forget the expression I saw on the face of
a Polish girl who went through all this. She had escaped
via Roumania and found her way to London. We were
talking about the latest news which gave the estimate that
18,000 Polish scientists, noblemen and political leaders
had been shot.